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Figure 2. Shellfish lease size distribution in 
North Carolina.
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Figure 3. Breakdown of shellfish leases 
by county.
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Figure 4. Distribution of age of shellfish 
aquaculture operations in North Carolina.
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Figure 5. Histogram of the percent of income 
generated from shellfish culture.
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Figure 6. Origin of additional income 
obtained by NC shellfish leaseholders.
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Figure 8. Wholesale prices for cultured 

hard clams in North Carolina.
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Figure 9. Retail prices for cultured hard 
clams in North Carolina. 

Min
Max
Average

0%

10%

20%

30%
40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

Natural set Oyster relay Remote set

Pe
rc

en
t o

f s
ur

ve
y 

re
sp

on
de

nt
s 

Figure 10. Methods of obtaining oyster seed 
for NC oyster producers.
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Figure 11. Percent of growers that have tried 
and/or currently use various growing 

methods. 
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Figure 12. Survey results on the per bushel 
price of cultured oysters from NC leases.
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Figure 13. Survey results of the individual 
price of cultured oysters from NC leases.
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Figure 14. Level of concern for major issues surrounding the NC shellfish 
industry. 
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Figure 15. Percent of survey respondents
indicating issues that limited industry growth.
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Figure 16. Percent of survey respondents
indicating the future of the NC shellfish

industry.
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Figure 1. Recent history of shellfish leases
in North Carolina.
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Figure 7. Species cultured on shellfish leases
in North Carolina.
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Figure 2. Shellfish lease size distribution in 
North Carolina.
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Figure 3. Breakdown of shellfish leases 
by county.
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Figure 4. Distribution of age of shellfish 
aquaculture operations in North Carolina.
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Figure 5. Histogram of the percent of income 
generated from shellfish culture.

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

Comm. Fish Shore Based Other

Pe
rc

en
t o

f i
nc

om
e 

(%
)
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clams in North Carolina. 

Min
Max
Average

0%

10%

20%

30%
40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

Natural set Oyster relay Remote set

Pe
rc

en
t o

f s
ur

ve
y 

re
sp

on
de

nt
s 

Figure 10. Methods of obtaining oyster seed 
for NC oyster producers.
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Figure 15. Percent of survey respondents
indicating issues that limited industry growth.
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Figure 16. Percent of survey respondents
indicating the future of the NC shellfish

industry.
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Figure 1. Recent history of shellfish leases
in North Carolina.
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Figure 7. Species cultured on shellfish leases
in North Carolina.


